ST MARY’S CHURCH ORLINGBURY

POLICY FOR CHARITABLE GIVING

INTRODUCTION

It is the aim and mission of the PCC to make donations to charitable organisations on a regular basis. This policy provides a formula for giving.

BACKGROUND

The sources of income for St Mary’s Orlingbury are as follows:

· Voluntary giving through bank standing orders, envelopes in Church and through collections which are made at every service.

· Fund raising events for general income or for specific causes e.g. modernisation fund, clock renewal, eco-project etc..

· Fees for services, burial plots etc.

· Interest from investments.

Some people request that their ‘giving’ is only for a specific use e.g. maintenance of the Church fabric. 

When we fund raise for a specific cause, some givers may be upset if their contribution was partly used for another cause e.g. charity giving.

Money invested may be from a specific source of funds that had a particular purpose e.g. the income from the Church bungalow, recently sold, was for the development and training of Church members.

In recent years, Orlingbury PCC has not formally carried out any charitable giving. The PCC also has a mega task ahead in raising funds for new heating and modernisation.

We therefore need a formula to decide how we work out what sum we should give to charity.

The Church has already given donations to various Charities during the year as part of its community activities and the sums given would be part of the formula.

Individual church goers also will give to charities of their own choices.

POLICY

The PCC will allocate 10% of:

· Voluntary giving, less that specifically restricted by the donor;

· Funds from general fundraising where a specific cause has not been given;

· Interest from investments, where the investments are not restricted,

· LESS the Parish Share

to be given to charities each year. 

At the beginning of the financial year, the PCC will agree a sum to be available to meet any needs during the year, as part of its budgeting process.

The final sum will be calculated at the end of the financial year. If the amounts already given to charities in that year are less than the sum calculated, the PCC will decide what further donation to make.

The PCC will aim to support a local, international and mission cause each year.
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